
9/11 a Year Later

How the Poll Was Conducted
The Times Poll contacted 1,372 adults nationwide by telephone Aug. 22–25. Telephone numbers were chosen from a list of all exchanges in the nation. Random-digit dialing techniques were used so
that listed and unlisted numbers could be contacted. The entire sample was weighted slightly to conform with census figures for sex, race, age, education and region. The margin of sampling error for
the entire sample is plus or minus 3 percentage points. For certain subgroups the error margin may be somewhat higher. Poll results can also be affected by other factors such as question wording
and the order in which questions are presented.

� Do you use commercial airlines to travel for business or
pleasure more often, less often or with about the same
frequency as before 9/11? (IF LESS OFTEN) Do you travel less
often because of unease over terrorist attacks, or because of
the hassle of higher security and longer lines in airports, or
for economic reasons, or is there some other reason?

More often
About the same
Less often (total)
Because of…

Unease over terrorism
Hassle of higher security
Economic reasons
Other reasons

Don’t fly at all (Volunteered)
Don’t know

3%

Necessary to give up some liberties
Government will go too far
Don’t know

� Do you think it is necessary to give up some civil liberties
in order to make the country safe from terrorism, or do you
think some of the government’s proposals will go too far in
restricting the public’s civil liberties?

49%

� Has your life returned to
normal since the events
of 9/11?

� How much, if any, have the
events since 9/11 shaken
your own personal sense of
safety and security?

68%
Returned
to normal

14%
It didn’t
affect me

5%
Having difficulty
getting back
to normal

13%
Starting to get
back to normal

1%
Don’t know

12%
Great deal

25%
Good
amount

44%
Not too
much

18%
Not
at all

War on Terrorism
A bill was passed by the House to create a Department of
Homeland Security. The new Cabinet department would
combine federal agencies such as the Coast Guard, the Secret
Service, the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the
Immigration and Naturalization Service, the Customs Service
and the Transportation Security Administration. A similar
measure has yet to clear the Senate.
� Are you in favor of or opposed to combining these agencies?

Favor
Oppose

Don’t know

59%
27%

14%

� How much confidence do you have that a newly created
Department of Homeland Security would be able to protect
the country from terrorist attacks?

A lot
Some

Not too much
None at all
Don’t know

13%
55%

21%
9%

2%

� If President Bush decides to order U.S. troops into a ground
attack against Iraqi forces, would you support or oppose that
decision? (THOSE WHO SAID THEY WOULD SUPPORT THE
DECISION WERE THEN ASKED) Would you continue to support
it even if it resulted in substantial U.S. casualties?

Support it…
even if casualties
but not if casualties
but if casualties, not sure

Oppose it
Don’t know

45%

� Agree or disagree: “The United States should take military
action against Iraq only if it has the support of the
international community.”

Agree (total)
Agree strongly
Agree somewhat

Disagree (total)
Disagree somewhat
Disagree strongly

Don’t know

65%
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